
NTiNGTON ART GALLERY 
Open now 

The renovated gallery, which opened in May, shows the Beaux-Arts mansion as it was 

when Henry and Arabella Huntington lived there and offers enough space to display all 

the collection's European art in one place. 

Period tabies and chairs now decorate the large library, its bookcases filled with old 

tomes and Its walls covered in huge Beauvais tapestries. The dining room table is set as 

it would have been for dessert. 

Upstairs.. the east wing houses the Arabella D. Huntington Memorial Collection, which 

had been displayed in the library until 2007. Diana the Huntress (1782) by Jean-Antoine 

Houdon, a dramatic life-size bronze of the Roman goddess of the hunt, marks the gallery's 

entrance; within, French and Renaissance paintings and decorative arts dominate, including 

Rogier van der Weyden's exquisite Madonna and Child (circa 1460). 

Downstairs. the dramatic Thornton Portrait Gallery features a new lighting system and 

new dark-green damask on the walls. One thing hasn't changed: The Blue Boy (circa 1770) 

by Thomas Gainsborough and Pinkie (1794) by Thomas Lawrence still hang across the 

room from each other. 

RENOVATED 
GALLERIES FOR 
THE AMERICAN 
ART COLLECTIONS 
Opening May 2009 

When they reopen next year, 

both the Virginia Steele 

Scott Gallery and the Erburu 

Gallery will display American 

art, doubling the Huntington's 

space for the collection. It 

will be the region's largest 

area dedicated to American 

historical art. 

The artworks won't be 

separated by region; ("ther, 
items from California and 

the West will be found in all 

rooms. "We wanted to make it 

part of the national narrative," 

says Jessica Todd Smith, 

curator of American art. 

The new galleries will al 0 

display art in all media, not 

just the paintings for which the 

Huntington is known. Silver, 

glass, and ceramics will have 

new display cases, and the 

Erburu Gallery will devote one 

room to sculpture. Zenobia 
in Chains (1859) by Harriet 

Hosmer, a prominent new 
acquisition, will serve as its 

centerpiece. Believed lost 

until it was found in a private 

collector's garden a few years 

ago, the almost seven-foot-tall 

marble sculpture will be on 

public view for the first time 

in nearly 100 years when the 

galleries reopen. W 

Robin Jones is the managing 
editor of WESTWAYS: 
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